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Catherine W. Bishir, Michael T. Southern : A Guide to the Historic Architecture of Piedmont North Carolina 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide to the Historic 
Architecture of Piedmont North Carolina: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Perfect.By Jon L AlbeeI've enjoyed this book ever since I bought it 
hot off the presses back in 2003. Its coverage is absolutely exhaustive. The entries are long enough to be truly 
informative, but short enough to keep your attention from wandering. There are many effective small black white 
photographs that make for hours of casual browsing. A word of warning on this point, however: The book is not 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807854441


intended to be a picture book, but is a reference work. Don't buy this one for your coffee table.The author includes an 
introductory essay about the development of architecture throughout the region, and then tears loose on the catalog of 
buildings; a wonderland of dates, styles, functions and locations. This book, along with its companion volumes for 
eastern and western North Carolina, does justice to a beautiful state, rich in historic sites.A must for all architectural 
historians, preservationists and serious enthusiasts. They don't get any better.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Carolyn M. WagnerVery informative0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy dodowonderful, useful, completes my set.

Central North Carolina boasts a rich and varied architectural landscape--from the early plantation houses and farms of 
its northeastern reaches, to the red brick textile mills and tobacco factories that line railroads across the region, to the 
glamorous New South skyscrapers of downtown Charlotte. This richly illustrated guide offers a fascinating look at the 
Piedmont's historic architecture, covering more than 2,000 sites in 34 counties. Highlights include cabins and stone 
houses dating to the region's early settlement; mill villages and main streets that depict its subsequent industrial and 
agricultural growth; and twentieth-century landmarks such as Durham's Duke University and Winston-Salem's 
Reynolds Building. As North Carolina faces massive changes in its economy and landscape, residents and travelers 
alike will value this unparalleled portrait of an American region, which traces its history and culture through its 
buildings and communities.A project of the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office of the Division of 
Archives and History, this book completes a three-volume series. The project reflects more than twenty-five years of 
fieldwork and research in the agency's statewide architectural survey and National Register of Historic Places 
programs. Previous volumes cover the eastern and western portions of the state.

"This guide offers more insight into North Carolina's development and lifestyles than do most histories of the 
state.""This guide offers more insight into North Carolina's development and lifestyles than do most histories of the 
state.(Jack Claiborne, coeditor of "Discovering North Carolina")" I thought I knew my native Piedmont, but these 
words and pictures made me homesick to wander by the Yadkin and Haw and Deep and Catawba Rivers, to see how 
the railroads stitched the land from town to town, and to gaze across time as grist and cotton mills flourished and then 
perished. This is the true story of what we Tar Heels have built, and thus of who we were and are.--Doris BettsAn 
essential resource for decades to come. . . . Highly recommended.--ChoiceThis guide offers more insight into North 
Carolina's development and lifestyles than do most histories of the state.--Jack Claiborne, coeditor of Discovering 
North CarolinaThe three-volume guide to the historic architecture of North Carolina may top the list of guide books. 
These three books provide what is surely the most comprehensive, historically and culturally informative, and easy-to-
use set of guides to any state in the nation.--ARRISThis field guide constitutes a rich architectural database that a wide 
variety of public historians will find both interesting and useful--whether perused by armchair or explored from the 
public thoroughfare.--Public HistorianA brand-new, old-fashioned, immensely rich guide book. I've learned tons 
already.--Reynolds PriceThis new book, together with its predecessors, gives so much more than a simple catalog of 
buildings in North Carolina. Its introductory history of the region puts the architecture in context. Together with the 
hundreds of photographs, maps and charts, the authors' narrative gives us a new way to view N.C. history as a whole.--
Charlotte ObserverRanging from elegant mansions and sturdy mills to picturesque barns and Art Deco skyscrapers, the 
historic buildings of the Piedmont region tell an important chapter of North Carolina's--and America's--story. This 
book is an invaluable guide, a compelling record of the people and events that shaped the region's history, and a 
reminder of the importance of preserving the heritage of this special place for future generations.--Richard Moe, 
president of the National Trust for Historic PreservationAbout the AuthorCatherine W. Bishir, senior architectural 
historian with Preservation North Carolina, is author of the award-winning North Carolina Architecture. Bishir and 
Michael T. Southern previously collaborated on A Guide to the Historic Architecture of Western North Carolina (with 
Jennifer F. Martin) and the award-winning Guide to the Historic Architecture of Eastern North Carolina.Michael T. 
Southern is a research historian with the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office. Southern with Catherine 
W. Bishir previously collaborated on A Guide to the Historic Architecture of Western North Carolina (with Jennifer F. 
Martin) and the award-winning Guide to the Historic Architecture of Eastern North Carolina. 


