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Painton Cowen : The Rose Window  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Rose Window: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. gorgeous!By professor.zA gorgeous and thorough book lovingly 
done. I highly recommend it to anyone interested in this subject either for secular, architectural, historical, artistic, or 
spiritual reasons.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Amazing must have!By Ra'LeeUsed this book from 
the Cleveland Library, and want so bad to have my own. After looking to do extensive research on the rose window, I 
found this book to be my starting point and it thuroughly explains all aspects and influences on and by the rose 
window throughout several cultures.19 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Better than being thereBy 
Bradford NeedhamIf you are at all interested in rose windows, this is a must-have book. The photographs are 
simultaneously artistically moving and technically informative. The author includes historical photos of windows that 
would be impossible to see today, either because of damage, restoration, or restrictions on visits.I have Painton 
Cowen's earlier (1970's) book on the same topic, and am delighted to have found this new book, in which he deeply 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0500511748


explores the topics he touched on earlier. If I could have only one book about rose windows, this would be it.

A visually sensational study of the rose window both in its own right and as a central feature of Gothic 
architecture.Painton Cowen has dedicated his life to the study of rose windows. Here he presents the world's best-
known rose windows in over 300 new photographs and line drawingsParis (Notre Dame), Chartres, Reims, Strasbourg, 
Cologne, Florence, Siena, Palma de Mallorca, Santa Maria del Mar, and New York's St. John the Divine, as well as 
many lesser-known, but no less astonishing, examples.Every aspect of the rose window is covered, including its 
possible origins in the south of Europe, its flowering in thirteenth-century France, the diffusion of styles across 
Europe, and modern reinterpretations, as well as the powerful geometry behind the designs and the meanings specific 
to individual examples. Perennial favorites such as the windows at Chartres are dissected and discussed in detail.This 
book provides unique insights into the development and organization of the rose window and its central position in 
Gothic architecture through a lucid, illuminating text and carefully selected comparative material that covers the 
wealth of Gothic creative activity. It also explores the greater meaning of the rose window through numerology, 
scholasticism, and the concept of heavenly order. 350 illustrations, 300 in color.

About the AuthorPainton Cowen is the author of a number of works on different aspects of stained glass. 


